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Freehold Borough School District 
 

District Mission 
We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable, skillful, and 
confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world. 

 
Core Beliefs 

We believe that: 
• All people have inherent worth. 
• Life-long learning is basic to the survival and advancement of society. 
• The primary influence on the individual's development is the family in all its forms. 
• Valuing diversity is essential to individual growth and the advancement of society. 
• All individuals have strengths and human potential has no known limits. 
• Democracy thrives when individuals accept responsibility for their choices. 
• Being trustworthy builds trust. 
• Creativity and imagination are essential for society to flourish. 
• A safe environment is essential for the well-being of the individual and for society to flourish 

 
Philosophy 

The philosophy for our curriculum is developed with a democratic system of beliefs and values.  Believing that 
our students deserve the best education, our curriculum is aligned to the New Jersey state standards and current 
statewide assessments.  Our scope and sequence is vertically and horizontally aligned.  The progression of 
objectives embraces decades of rigorous research, conducted both independently and at the university level, and 
acknowledges that children develop differently and that learning experiences and strategies for performance are 
differentiated.  Our borough is a diverse community, rich in tradition and spirit.  Knowledge is a fusion 
balancing authentic experience and content, which language arts literacy skills are integrated with other content 
areas.  Our curriculum contains common expectations that are rigorous and student centered, and teachers, who 
are most proximal to the children, will use this document as an instrument to ensure student success. 

To ensure that our children are successful and receive the best education, this curriculum document, our staff 
will continuously collaborate on this living document.  We will develop purposeful and effective formative and 
summative assessments which measure growth of our curriculum and inform our instruction.  Finally, we will 
continuously seek to grow professionally through professional development, which is aligned to statewide 
regulations, but specifically geared to benefit our curriculum, school, and children. 

General Curriculum & Instruction Objectives 
• Teachers will employ lessons that are aligned to our curriculum and framed utilizing current research-

based methods and techniques that focus on student achievement 
• Our lessons will be structured according to statewide and district standards and our teachers will have 

flexibility to ensure that lessons meet the needs of all learners 
• Units and lessons will be differentiated  
• Curriculum is focused on student success and balances developmental theory and psychometric 

standards 
• Democratically developed benchmarks and assessments will be utilized to gauge student and curricular 

growth.  Assessment will be multidimensional and developed according to student need. 
 
 
 



Freehold Borough Schools  
Grade 4 - Writing Curriculum Pacing Guide 

Unit Number and Name Unit Description Timeline 

Unit 1 – Launching 
Writer’s Workshop: 
How Writers Work 

The purpose of this unit is to immerse and expose students to the 
look and sound of a particular genre or text type through the use of 
mentor text. The Writing Fundamentals Launching Unit of Study 
provides models for many writing  behaviors, rituals and routines. 
A community is established that fosters these writing behaviors. 
Lessons will allow for students to use focused thinking and 
accountable talk to engage in active listening, thinking, 
engagement and participation. Meaningful conversations begin to 
emerge connected to the writing the students are sharing.  
 
Grammar Lesson Connections: 

● Text Layout 
 Lesson 1- Wavy Words 
 Lesson 2- Using Font to Help Us Read and Understand 
 Lesson 3- The Impact of Appearance 

● Capitalization 
 Lesson 1- Careful Capitalization 
 Lesson 2- Continued Care With Capitalization 

8 - 9 Weeks 

Unit 2 – Narrative: Author 
Study – Cynthia Rylant 

During this unit, teachers encourage students to “turn and talk” to 
one another at key moments during the read aloud of mentor texts.  
Students practice discussion strategies, including ways to agree 
and disagree with one another and how to provide specific 
evidence from Rylant’s texts to support their ideas.  Students are 
encouraged to name what they notice about the texts and the 
patterns across Rylant’s books.  Providing these moments for 
students to express their own thinking heightens their investment 
in learning about this author and provides the foundation for 
young writers to emulate her. 
 
Grammar Lesson Connections: 

● Punctuation 
 Lesson 1- The Many Uses of the Comma 
 Lesson 2- Commas and Complex Sentences 
 Lesson 3- Using Commas in Dialogue 
 Lesson 4- Wait for It and Add Drama, too! 
 Lesson 5- Pauses Can Change Meaning 

● Parts of Speech 
 Lesson 1- Verbs Make a Difference 
 Lesson 2- Adjective Patterns 
 Lesson 3- Recognizing Tense and Building Stronger  

● Writing With Verbs 
 Lesson 1- Let’s Learn About Pronouns 
 Lesson 2- The Possibility of Pronouns 
 Lesson 3- Regular vs. Irregular Verbs 
 Lesson 4- Relative Adverbs 

8 - 9 Weeks 



Unit 3 – Informational: 
Feature Article (with 
Editorial) 

The purpose of this unit is to immerse students in the 
characteristics of feature articles. The students will in turn apply 
these characteristics to their own writing of a featured article.  
Feature articles are informative, explanatory pieces that profile 
people, examine a topic, analyze events, explore trends, evoke an 
emotional response, and cover in depth stories.  They appear in 
magazines, newspapers, newsletters, web sites, reference works, 
and collections of writing. 
 
Grammar Lesson Connections: 

● Sentence Structure 
 Lesson 1- How Sentences are Put Together 
 Lesson 2- The Rhythm of Sentences 
 Lesson 3- Creating Rhythm of Sentences 
 Lesson 4- Prepositional Phrases 
 Lesson 5- Well-Built, Complete Sentences 
 Lesson 6- Homophones 

 

8 - 9 Weeks 

 
  



Grade 4 Curriculum Map 
Unit Name: Unit 1 – How Writers Work Timeline: September/October/Nove

mber 
 

Standards 
Writing Language Speaking and Listening 

● W.4.1  
● W.4.2 
● W.4.3  
● W.4.4 
● W.4.5 
● W.4.7 
● W.4.8 
● W.4.9 
● W.4.10 

● L.4.1 
● L.4.2 
● L.4.3 
● L.4.4 
● L.4.5 
● L.4.6 

● SL.4.1 
● SL.4.2 
● SL4.3 
● SL.4.4 
● SL.4.6 

 

District Desired Results 
Unit Overview 
Through the use of mentor text and modeling, students will learn many writing behaviors, rituals and routines.  
A community will be established that fosters these writing behaviors.  Lessons will allow for students to 
effectively use tools to become familiar and comfortable with the Writer’s Workshop process, the Writers 
Workshop Notebook and writing daily.  Lessons will also allow for students to use focused thinking and 
accountable talk to engage in active listening, thinking, engagement, participation and writing.  Meaningful 
conversations will begin to emerge and connect to student writing. 
Enduring Understanding 
● Good writers develop an understanding of why 

writers write.   
● Learning to present ideas about a topic or text using 

relevant evidence enhances our ability as writers 
and develops self confidence.   

● Collaborating with teachers and peers about our 
writing promotes understanding and encourages the 
writing process.   

Essential Questions 
● What do good writers do? 
● How does sharing with others promote one’s 

writing abilities? 
● Why is collaboration important? 

Content 
● Immersion 
● Generating Ideas 
● Selecting 
● Collecting 
● Drafting 
● Revising 
● Editing 
● Publishing 

Skills – Standards Aligned and Critical Thinking 
● Identifies reasons why writers write 
● Recognizes the process and craft when reading 

mentor texts 
● Recognizes writing is a process  
● Constructs a writing inventory 
● Personalize and share Writers Notebooks to build 

community 
● Use descriptive details and narrative techniques to 

organize 
● Develops and strengthen writing by planning, 

researching, revising, editing and publishing 
● Produces and publishes a clear piece of writing  

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
● Refer to pages 4-7 in Writing Fundamentals- How 

Writers Work 

Modifications: Support and Enrichment 
● IEPs and 504 Students: (These are just suggested 

ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and 
Launch for grade appropriate vocabulary 
accommodations should be specific to each 



individual child’s IEP.) reduce / revise assignments 
and assessments as per IEP; provide individual and 
small group help; notes and study guides; provide 
background knowledge  

●  Gifted and Talented Students: provide additional 
enrichment activity involving demonstrating 
knowledge; deeper research to to answer a higher 
level question; or complimentary assignment  

●  ELL Students: use consistent, simplified 
language; provide bilingual partner when 
appropriate; provide cooperative learning 
opportunities; use modeling; use visual aids and 
manipulatives 

●  Struggling Students: provide less distracting 
seating if possible; frequent check-ins by teacher; 
study guides; notes  

 

Teacher Learning Plan 
Weekly Learning Plan/Diary Map 
● Week 1-2: Immersion: Students will build their knowledge of a genre through the use of mentor text and in 

turn clearly understand what their writing expectations and goals are as a writer.  Students will read like 
writers and write every day.  They will engage in daily discussions with one another about the texts they 
read and what they write. 

o Grammar Connection: Text Layout: Lesson 1: Wavy Words Pages 18-20 
● Week 3-4: Generating Ideas: Students will write about different ideas, but may also write about the same 

idea more than once.  They will decide if they want to continue with an entry or go back to a piece they 
started previously.  Students will have approximately three to six writing pieces in their Writing Notebooks. 

o Grammar Connection: Text Layout: Lesson 1: Wavy Words Pages 18-20 
● Week 5: Selecting: Students will go back, reread, and reflect on what they have written for the purpose of 

selecting or deciding which idea they want to pursue, develop, and share with an audience.  Students 
consider purpose, audience, and connection to their ideas before they make their final idea selection. 

o Grammar Connection: Text Layout: Lesson 2: Using Fonts to Help Us Read and Understand: 
Pages 24-26 

● Week 6: Collecting: Students will focus on ways writers research their ideas, exploring different aspects of 
a topic, recalling relevant information from experiences, or gathering relevant information from different 
sources.  The entries students collect will include the details and information needed to develop and draft 
their pieces.   

o Grammar Connection: Text Layout: Lesson 3: The Impact of Appearance: Pages 31-33 
● Week 7-8: Drafting: Students will take all they know about their idea or topic- its focus, purpose, genre and 

audience- and put it all together in a clear structure so it is easy for readers to understand.  Most of the 
learning will focus on organizational planning and genre specific test structures such as: introductions or 
ways to begin, thesis statements, creating paragraphs, headings or labels, a table of contents, transitional or 
temporal words to connect ideas, and conclusions or endings.  

o Grammar Connection: Text Layout: Lesson 3: The Impact of Appearance: Pages 31-33  
● Week 9: Revising: Students will reread, reflect, and re-see their writing for the purpose of ensuring their 

piece engages the readers and matches their overall purpose or intention.  This week will focus on the 
strategies used to properly revise. 

o Grammar Connection: Capitalization: Lesson 1: Careful Capitalization: Pages 37-38 
● Week 10: Editing: Students will make the text clear and readable while focusing on the conventions of 

writing, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, grammar, and usage.  Editing can be done by the individual 
student and/or with the help of peers or the teacher to achieve correctness. 



o Grammar Connection: Capitalization: Lesson 1: Careful Capitalization: Pages 37-38 
● Week 11: Publishing: Students will prepare their pieces for an audience by working on the look and the 

presentation of their writing.  Publishing will focus on including “finishing touches” that enhance meaning 
and engage the readers, such as: adding or enhancing illustrations; making a cover; using technology or 
digital tools; adding visuals such as charts, graphs, or maps; typing the final piece; and working on the 
layout. 

o Grammar Connection: Lesson 2:Continued Care with Capitalization: Pages 42-43 
● Week 12: Assessment: Teachers will learn about the students strengths and needs for the purpose of 

identifying what teachers need to do to support their students in meeting their individual needs and or goals.  
Teachers are continuously assessing and gathering information about their students as writers. 

 
 

Assessment Plan 
Assessments to Measure Student’s Understanding 
● Formal Assessments: Benchmark Assessments, F&Ps, Unit Tests, Quizzes, Exit Tickets, or Project Reports 
● Informal Assessments: Observations, Anecdotal Notes, Participations 
 

Instructional Resources 
Teacher Resources 
● Core Program: Schoolwide Fundamentals: Writing: Launching – How Writers Work, Grammar Unit 
● Supplemental Program: iReady, NewsELA, Guided Reading Books (Scholastics),  
● Additional and Alternative Materials and Resources: Teacher Tube (https://www.teachertube.com/) 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 21st Century Life and Careers Technology Standards 
● Math (sequencing, directionality, 

positional words) 
● Social Studies 
● Science 
● Writing 
● Technology 

● CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee. 

●   CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills. 

●  CRP3. Attend to personal health 
and financial well-being.  

●  CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with reason. 

●  CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions. 

● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  

●  CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

●  CRP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  

●  CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 
management.  

●  CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to personal 
goals.  

●  CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity.  

● 8.1 Educational Technology: All 
students will use digital tools to 
access, manage, evaluate, and 
synthesize information in order 
to solve problems individually 
and collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge  

●  8.2 All students will develop an 
understanding of the nature and 
impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational thinking 
and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global 
society, and the environment. 

https://www.teachertube.com/


●  CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural global 
competence  

 



Grade 4 Curriculum Map 
Unit Name: Unit 2 – Narrative: Author Study – Cynthia Rylant Timeline: December/ January/ 

February/ March 
 

Standards 
Writing Language Speaking and Listening 

● W.4.3 
● W.4.4 
● W.4.5 
● W.4.6 
● W.4.8 
● W.4.9 
● W.4.10 

● L.4.1 
● L.4.2 
● L.4.3 
● L.4.4 
● L.4.5 
● L.4.6 

● SL.4.1 
● SL.4.2 
● SL.4.3 
● SL.4.4 
● SL.4.6 

 

District Desired Results 
Unit Overview 
During this unit, teachers encourage students to “turn and talk” to one another at key moments during the read 
aloud of mentor texts.  Students practice discussion strategies, including ways to agree and disagree with one 
another and how to provide specific evidence from Rylant’s texts to support their ideas.  Students are 
encouraged to name what they notice about the texts and the patterns across Rylant’s books.  Providing these 
moments for students to express their own thinking heightens their investment in learning about this author 
and provides the foundation for young writers to emulate her. 
Enduring Understanding 
● Writers use strategies, to utilize evidence from 

Cynthia Rylant’s texts to support their ideas.  
●  Writers use clear and coherent writing that is 

appropriate to task, purpose and audience in order 
to formulate and portray important ideas in a 
fictional text. 

●  Writers use personal connections to the authors 
texts to deepen their understanding and formulate 
their own writing ideas. 

Essential Questions 
● How do writers identify and produce different types 

and structures of f narrative writing? 
●  How do writers take what they read or learn from 

other writers to produce their own story elements 
and key details in a narrative writing piece? 

● How do writers strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach?  

Content 
● Narrative Writing 
● Immersion 
● Generating Ideas 
● Selecting 
● Collecting 
● Drafting 
● Revising 
● Editing 
● Publishing 

 

Skills – Standards Aligned and Critical Thinking 
● Produce clear and coherent writing that is 

appropriate to task, purpose and audience 
● Write narratives about real experiences or events 

using effective technique, descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences 

● Introduce characters and organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally 

● Use dialog to enhance readers understanding of the 
characters 

● Use concrete words and sensory details to convey 
experiences and events precisely 

● Provide a conclusion that follows from narrated 
experiences or events 

● Engage effectively in collaborative discussions 
Vocabulary/Key Terms 

● Refer to pages 4-5 in Writing Fundamentals- 
Cynthia Rylant Author Study 

●  

Modifications: Support and Enrichment 
IEPs and 504 Students: (These are just suggested 
ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and 
Author Study for grade appropriate vocabulary 



accommodations should be specific to each individual 
child’s IEP.) reduce / revise assignments and 
assessments as per IEP; provide individual and small 
group help; notes and study guides; provide 
background knowledge  

Gifted and Talented Students: provide additional 
enrichment activity involving demonstrating 
knowledge; deeper research to to answer a higher 
level question; or complimentary assignment  

 ELL Students: use consistent, simplified language; 
provide bilingual partner when appropriate; provide 
cooperative learning opportunities; use modeling; use 
visual aids and manipulatives 

 Struggling Students: provide less distracting seating 
if possible; frequent check-ins by teacher; study 
guides; notes  

 

Teacher Learning Plan 
Weekly Learning Plan/Diary Map 

● Week 1-2: Immersion: Students will build their knowledge of a genre through the use of mentor text and in 
turn clearly understand what their writing expectations and goals are as a writer.  Students will read like 
writers and write every day.  They will engage in daily discussions with one another about the texts they 
read and what they write. 

o Grammar Connection: Punctuation: Lesson 1: The Many Uses of the Comma: Pages 49-50 
o Grammar Connection: Punctuation: Lesson 2: Commas and Complex Sentences: Pages 56-57 

● Week 3-4: Generating Ideas: Students will write about different ideas, but may also write about the same 
idea more than once.  They will decide if they want to continue with an entry or go back to a piece they 
started previously.  Students will have approximately three to six writing pieces in their Writing Notebooks. 

o Grammar Connection: Punctuation: Lesson 3: Using Commas in Dialogue: Pages 61-62 
o Grammar Connection: Punctuation: Lesson 4: Wait for It and Add Drama, Too!: Pages 67-68 

● Week 5: Selecting: Students will go back, reread, and reflect on what they have written for the purpose of 
selecting or deciding which idea they want to pursue, develop, and share with an audience.  Students 
consider purpose, audience, and connection to their ideas before they make their final idea selection. 

o Grammar Connection: Punctuation: Lesson 5:Pauses Can Change Meaning: Pages 72-74 
● Week 6: Collecting: Students will focus on ways writers research their ideas, exploring different aspects of 

a topic, recalling relevant information from experiences, or gathering relevant information from different 
sources.  The entries students collect will include the details and information needed to develop and draft 
their pieces.   

o Grammar Connection: Parts of Speech: Lesson 1: Verbs Can Make a Difference: Pages 79-80 
● Week 7-8: Drafting: Students will take all they know about their idea or topic- its focus, purpose, genre and 

audience- and put it all together in a clear structure so it is easy for readers to understand.  Most of the 
learning will focus on organizational planning and genre specific test structures such as: introductions or 
ways to begin, thesis statements, creating paragraphs, headings or labels, a table of contents, transitional or 
temporal words to connect ideas, and conclusions or endings.   

o Grammar Connection: Parts of Speech: Lesson 2: Adjective Patterns: Pages 84-85 
o Grammar Connection: Parts of Speech: Lesson 3: Recognizing Tense and Building Stronger 

Writing With Verbs: Pages 88-90 
● Week 9: Revising: Students will reread, reflect, and re-see their writing for the purpose of ensuring their 

piece engages the readers and matches their overall purpose or intention.  This week will focus on the 



strategies used to properly revise. 
o Grammar Connection: Parts of Speech: Lesson 4: Lets Learn About Pronouns: Pages 94-96 

● Week 10: Editing: Students will make the text clear and readable while focusing on the conventions of 
writing, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, grammar, and usage.  Editing can be done by the individual 
student and/or with the help of peers or the teacher to achieve correctness. 

o Grammar Connection: Parts of Speech: Lesson 5: the Possibility of Pronouns: Pages 102-103 
● Week 11: Publishing: Students will prepare their pieces for an audience by working on the look and the 

presentation of their writing.  Publishing will focus on including “finishing touches” that enhance meaning 
and engage the readers, such as: adding or enhancing illustrations; making a cover; using technology or 
digital tools; adding visuals such as charts, graphs, or maps; typing the final piece; and working on the 
layout. 

o Grammar Connection:Parts of Speech:Lesson 6: Regular vs. Irregular Verbs: Pages 106-107 
● Week 12: Assessment: Teachers will learn about the students strengths and needs for the purpose of 

identifying what teachers need to do to support their students in meeting their individual needs and or goals.  
Teachers are continuously assessing and gathering information about their students as writiers. 

 
 

Assessment Plan 
Assessments to Measure Student’s Understanding 
● Formal Assessments: Benchmark Assessments, F&Ps, Unit Tests, Quizzes, Exit Tickets, or Project Reports 
● Informal Assessments: Observations, Anecdotal Notes, Participations 

 
Instructional Resources 

Teacher Resources 
● Core Program: Schoolwide Fundamentals: Writing: Narrative: Author Study – Cynthia Rylant, Grammar 

Unit 
● Supplemental Program: iReady, NewsELA, Guided Reading Books (Scholastics),  
● Additional and Alternative Materials and Resources: Teacher Tube (https://www.teachertube.com/) 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 21st Century Life and Careers Technology Standards 
● Math (sequencing, 

directionality, positional words) 
● Social Studies 
● Science 
● Writing 
● Technology 

● CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee. 

●   CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills. 

●  CRP3. Attend to personal 
health and financial well-being.  

●  CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with reason. 

●  CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions. 

● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  

●  CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

●  CRP8. Utilize critical thinking 
to make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them.  

●  CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 

● 8.1 Educational Technology: 
All students will use digital 
tools to access, manage, 
evaluate, and synthesize 
information in order to solve 
problems individually and 
collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge  

●  8.2 All students will develop 
an understanding of the nature 
and impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational thinking 
and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global 
society, and the environment. 

https://www.teachertube.com/


management.  
●  CRP10. Plan education and 

career paths aligned to personal 
goals.  

●  CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity. 

● CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence.  

 

  



Grade 4 Curriculum Map 
Unit Name: Unit 3 – Informational: Feature Article (with Editorial) Timeline: April/May/June 

 

Standards 
Writing Language Speaking and Listening 

● W.4.3 
● W.4.4 
● W.4.5 
● W.4.6 
● W.4.8 
● W.4.9 
● W.4.10 

● L.4.1 
● L.4.2 
● L.4.3 
● L.4.4 
● L.4.5 
● L.4.6 

● SL.4.1 
● SL.4.2 
● SL4.3 
● SL.4.4 
● SL.4.6 

 

District Desired Results 
Unit Overview 
Feature articles are informative, explanatory pieces that profile people, examine a topic, analyze events, 
explore trends, evoke an emotional response, and cover in-depth stories.  They appear in magazines, 
newspapers, newsletters, web sites, reference works, and collections of writing.  Students will in turn identify 
and analyze the strategies employed by feature article writers and apply those in their own writing. 
Enduring Understanding 
● Writers  use strategies to construct meaning behind 

their feature articles and support understanding.  
●  Writers employ a repertoire of strategies and self 

monitoring skills to create their own clear and 
coherent feature article. 

●  Writers work through the challenges of reading 
feature articles, as well as use strategies to work 
through these difficult text to learn about what is all 
around them. 

Essential Questions 
● How do writers identify different text structures and 

text features of featured articles? 
● How do writers utilize the meaning of content 

specific vocabulary in a featured text to deepen their 
understanding and promote independent writing? 

● How do writers determine and pursue meaningful 
goals to enhance the writing of their own featured 
article? 

Content 
● Informative/Explanatory Writing 
● Opinion Writing 
● Immersion 
● Generating Ideas 
● Selecting 
● Collecting 
● Drafting 
● Revising 
● Editing 
● Publishing 

Skills – Standards Aligned and Critical Thinking 
● Determine the purpose of feature articles and well 

as their prevalence on the world. 
● Read and analyze the characteristics of a feature 

article. 
● Identify and analyze the strategies employed by 

feature article writers and apply those in their own 
writing. 

● Develop and strengthen writing as needed. 
● Publish a clear and coherent feature article. 

Vocabulary/Key Terms 
● Refer to pages 4-6 in Writing Fundamentals: 

Feature Article with Editorial for grade appropriate 
vocabulary 

Modifications: Support and Enrichment 
EPs and 504 Students: (These are just suggested 
ideas to modify instruction. All modifications and 
Author Study for grade appropriate vocabulary 
accommodations should be specific to each individual 
child’s IEP.) reduce / revise assignments and 
assessments as per IEP; provide individual and small 
group help; notes and study guides; provide 
background knowledge  

Gifted and Talented Students: provide additional 
enrichment activity involving demonstrating 



knowledge; deeper research to to answer a higher 
level question; or complimentary assignment  

 ELL Students: use consistent, simplified language; 
provide bilingual partner when appropriate; provide 
cooperative learning opportunities; use modeling; use 
visual aids and manipulatives 

 Struggling Students: provide less distracting seating 
if possible; frequent check-ins by teacher; study 
guides; notes  

 
 

Teacher Learning Plan 
Weekly Learning Plan/Diary Map 

● Week 1-2: Immersion: Students will build their knowledge of a genre through the use of mentor text and in 
turn clearly understand what their writing expectations and goals are as a writer.  Students will read like 
writers and write every day.  They will engage in daily discussions with one another about the texts they 
read and what they write. 

o Grammar Connection: Parts of Speech: Lesson 7: Relative Adverbs: Pages 113-114 
● Week 3-4: Generating Ideas: Students will write about different ideas, but may also write about the same 

idea more than once.  They will decide if they want to continue with an entry or go back to a piece they 
started previously.  Students will have approximately three to six writing pieces in their Writing Notebooks. 

o Grammar Connection: Sentence Structure: Lesson 1: How Sentences Are Put together: Pages 
117-119 

o Grammar Connection: Sentence Structure: Lesson 2: The Rhythm of Sentences: Pages 123-
125 

● Week 5: Selecting: Students will go back, reread, and reflect on what they have written for the purpose of 
selecting or deciding which idea they want to pursue, develop, and share with an audience.  Students 
consider purpose, audience, and connection to their ideas before they make their final idea selection. 

o Grammar Connection: Sentence Structure: Lesson 3: Creating Rhythm and Cadence: Pages 
129-131 

● Week 6: Collecting: Students will focus on ways writers research their ideas, exploring different aspects of 
a topic, recalling relevant information from experiences, or gathering relevant information from different 
sources.  The entries students collect will include the details and information needed to develop and draft 
their pieces.   

o Grammar Connection: Sentence Structure: Lesson 4: Prepositional Phrases: Pages 136-137 
● Week 7-8: Drafting: Students will take all they know about their idea or topic- its focus, purpose, genre and 

audience- and put it all together in a clear structure so it is easy for readers to understand.  Most of the 
learning will focus on organizational planning and genre specific test structures such as: introductions or 
ways to begin, thesis statements, creating paragraphs, headings or labels, a table of contents, transitional or 
temporal words to connect ideas, and conclusions or endings.   

o Grammar Connection: Sentence Structure: Lesson 5: Well Built, Complete Sentences Lead to 
Clearly Written Paragraphs 

● Week 9: Revising: Students will reread, reflect, and re-see their writing for the purpose of ensuring their 
piece engages the readers and matches their overall purpose or intention.  This week will focus on the 
strategies used to properly revise. 

● Week 10: Editing: Students will make the text clear and readable while focusing on the conventions of 
writing, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, grammar, and usage.  Editing can be done by the individual 
student and/or with the help of peers or the teacher to achieve correctness. 

● Week 11: Publishing: Students will prepare their pieces for an audience by working on the look and 



the presentation of their writing.  Publishing will focus on including “finishing touches” that enhance 
meaning and engage the readers, such as: adding or enhancing illustrations; making a cover; using 
technology or digital tools; adding visuals such as charts, graphs, or maps; typing the final piece; and 
working on the layout. 

● Week 12: Assessment: Teachers will learn about the students strengths and needs for the purpose of 
identifying what teachers need to do to support their students in meeting their individual needs and or 
goals.  Teachers are continuously assessing and gathering information about their students as writers. 

 

Assessment Plan 
Assessments to Measure Student’s Understanding 
● Formal Assessments: Benchmark Assessments, F&Ps, Unit Tests, Quizzes, Exit Tickets, or Project Reports 
● Informal Assessments: Observations, Anecdotal Notes, Participations 
 

Instructional Resources 
Teacher Resources 
● Core Program: Schoolwide Fundamentals: Writing: Informational: Feature Article (with Editorial), 

Grammar Unit 
● Supplemental Program: iReady, NewsELA, Guided Reading Books (Scholastics),  
● Additional and Alternative Materials and Resources: Teacher Tube (https://www.teachertube.com/) 
 

Interdisciplinary Connections 21st Century Life and Careers Technology Standards 
● Math (sequencing, 

directionality, positional 
words) 

● Social Studies 
● Science 
● Writing 
● Technology 

● CRP1. Act as a responsible and 
contributing citizen and 
employee. 

●   CRP2. Apply appropriate 
academic and technical skills. 

●  CRP3. Attend to personal 
health and financial well-
being.  

●  CRP4. Communicate clearly 
and effectively and with 
reason. 

●  CRP5. Consider the 
environmental, social and 
economic impacts of decisions. 

● CRP6. Demonstrate creativity 
and innovation.  

●  CRP7. Employ valid and 
reliable research strategies.  

●  CRP8. Utilize critical 
thiproblems and persevere in 
solving them.  

●  CRP9. Model integrity, ethical 
leadership and effective 
management.  

●  CRP10. Plan education and 
career paths aligned to 
personal goals.  

●  CRP11. Use technology to 
enhance productivity. 

● CRP12. Work productively in 
teams while using cultural 
global competence.  

● 8.1 Educational Technology: 
All students will use digital 
tools to access, manage, 
evaluate, and synthesize 
information in order to solve 
problems individually and 
collaborate and to create and 
communicate knowledge  

●  8.2 All students will develop 
an understanding of the nature 
and impact of technology, 
engineering, technological 
design, computational thinking 
and the designed world as they 
relate to the individual, global 
society, and the environment. 

 

https://www.teachertube.com/

